
Two Indian Kipling mysteries 

 

Robert Howard was born at Fort William, Bengal, in August 1789, the son of William Howard, a 
court official. In 1810, he married Maria Wroughton. 

 

In 1815, Robert, an attorney, named one of his daughter Maria Eliot Kipling Howard. 

 

 

 

Robert died at Calcutta in January 1831. In his will he named an Elizabeth Kipling of Calcutta as 
co-executrix with his wife. No relationship was stated. Daughter Maria was mentioned as a 
beneficiary.  

 

Elizabeth Kipling may have been the India-born daughter of that name of Captain Ambrose 
Kipling. She was recorded returning to India from England in 1809 (see Captain Ambrose 
Kipling.pdf ). It is possible that she was either a close friend or favoured employee of the 
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Howard. I have found no further records of Elizabeth after 1831. Nor have I found any possible 
alternative Kipling connection. 

Robert’s widow, Maria, died at Krishnaghur in 1845. 

 

Robert Howard’s son, Robert Charles Howard (b 1811), an indigo planter, who had married in 
1838, named a daughter of his Maria Kipling Howard in 1849. 

 

 

 

Robert Charles Howard died in 1856. Maria Kipling Howard later travelled to England, where she 
married George Yule in 1879. 

 

 

 

By 1911, she was widowed and was visiting Lingfield in Surrey 



 

 

 

 

There is a memorial to Maria in Gullane Churchyard, East Lothian, which records her death in 
Ealing in 1919, and that her daughter Margaret Louise died in India. 

 

Maria’s will was proven in India, and shows that. Further research may reveal more of Maria’s 
life, whether in India, Scotland or South-east England. 

---000--- 

Even more mysteriously, at Dacca in 1831, George Wise, an indigo planter like Robert Charles 
Howard, named his daughter Maria Kipling Wise.  

 

 

She died in Calcutta, age 55 

 

 

I have so far been unable to establish any connection with Kiplings.  


